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IN THE CLAIMS: 

The text of all pending claims, (including withdrawn claims) is set forth below. Cancelled 
and not entered claims are indicated with claim number and status only. The claims are listed 
below for the convenience of the Examiner. No changes have been made. The status of each 
claim is indicated with one of (original), (currently amended), (cancelled), (withdrawn), (new), 
(previously presented), or (not entered). 

1 . (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A method of crediting a pre-authorized account of a 
user, maintained at a platform connected to a plurality of networks, comprising: 

sending a request message to the user at a receiver that the pre-authorized account 
needs additional funds; 

receiving a response message from the user using the receiver requesting additional 
funds be added to the pre-authorized account in accordance with the request message; 

authenticating at the platform, using a password and a number unique to the user, that 
the user is associated with the pre-authorized account and identifying another account from 
which the additional funds are to be drawn; and 

after authentication that the user is associated with the pre-authorized account, obtaining 
the additional funds in a real-time transaction debiting the other account and adding the 
additional funds to the pre-authorized account used in paying for at least one communication 
service or transaction, provided or consummated, respectively via at least one of the networks of 
different types which are external to the platform. 

2. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The method of claim 1 , wherein the receiver is a 
wireless device. 

3. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The method of claim 1 , wherein the receiving the 
response message includes receiving in the response message another number that is usable 
to obtain the additional funds from the other account. 

4. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The method of claim 3, authenticating at the platform, 
using the password, the number unique to the user, and the other number, that the user is 
associated with the pre-authorized account and identifying the other account from which the 
additional funds are to be drawn. 
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5. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 1 , further comprising establishing an identification 
of the user using the password and the number unique to the user. 

6. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 1 , wherein the sending the request message 
comprises sending the request message to the user at the receiver according to a stored record 
identifying the receiver associated with the user. 

7. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A method of crediting a pre-authorized account of a 
user, comprising: 

sending a request message to the user at a receiver that the pre-authorized account 
needs additional funds; 

receiving a response message from the user sent from the receiver and including a 
number associated with the user; 

according to the number associated with the user, sending a request from a first platform 
to a second platform to obtain the additional funds from another account associated with the 
user and disposed on the second platform; and 

receiving the additional funds obtained from a real-time transaction debiting the other 
account and adding the additional funds to the pre-authorized account disposed on a platform 
other than the second platform, the additional funds used to pay for at least one communication 
service or transaction, provided or consummated, respectively via at least one of a plurality of 
networks of different types which are external to the first and second platforms. 

8. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The method according to claim 7, further comprising 
authenticating at the first platform that the user is associated with the pre-authorized account, 
wherein the sending the request from the first platform to the second platform occurs if it is 
authenticated that the user is associated with the pre-authorized account. 

9. (ORIGINAL) The method according to claim 8, further comprising establishing at the 
first platform an identification number associated with the user, wherein the authenticating the 
user comprises authenticating the user using the established identification number. 
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10. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A method of crediting pre-authorized account of a 
user, comprising: 

receiving at a first platform an identification number and a password using a receiver; 
authenticating the user at the first platform using the identification number and the 
password; 

sending a message to the user at the receiver indicating that the pre-authorized account 
needs additional funds; 

if the user is authenticated and if the user has responded to a message indicating that 
the pre-authorized account needs additional funds, determining another account on another 
platform from which the additional funds are to be obtained to be included in the pre-authorized 
account; and 

adding the additional funds to the pre-authorized account in a real-time transaction 
debiting the other account, thereby making the additional funds available to pay for at least one 
communication service or transaction, provided or consummated, respectively via at least one of 
a plurality of networks of different types which are external to the first platform. 

11 . (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A system for use in crediting a crediting an account of 
a user using another account not on the system, the system comprising: 

a storage device including a first user account; 

a first platform unit which receives a first unique number from a user sent from a receiver 
disposed outside of the system, sends the first unique number to a second platform unit for use 
in verification of the user, establishes a connection with the user at the receiver to provide a 
request message indicating that the first user account associated with the user has an amount 
below a predetermined value, and receives a response message from the user in response to 
the request message and including a second unique number for use in adding an amount to the 
first user account; and 

a second platform unit which receives the first unique number to authenticate that the 
user is associated with the first user account, 

wherein if the second platform unit authenticates the user using the first unique number 
and the first platform unit receives the second unique number in the response message, one of 
the first and second platform units sends: 

a replenishment message outside of the system to another account associated 
with the user and disposed on a platform external to the system, and 
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in a real-time transaction receives a replenishment amount from the other 
account that is added to the first user account, thereby making the replenishment amount 
available to pay for at least one communication service or transaction, provided or 
consummated, respectively via at least one of a plurality of networks of different types which are 
external to the first and second platforms. 

12. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The system of claim 11 , wherein the one of the first 
and second platform units further determines, using the received first and/or second unique 
numbers, the other account from which the replenishment amount is to be received. 

13. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A platform which changes amounts in accounts 
associated with users, the platform comprising: 

an interface that receives, from a plurality of external networks of different types, a 
requesting message from a user at a receiver disposed outside of the platform requesting an 
increase in an amount stored in an account associated with the user; 

a verification module that authenticates that the user is associated with the account so as 
to allow an increase or a decrease in the amount in the account; and 

a processor that, if the user is authenticated as being associated with the account, 
determines another account associated with the user according to the requesting message, 
sends a top up request outside of the platform to the other account that was determined, to 
obtain an additional amount to top up the account in a real-time transaction, and, if the additional 
amount is received from the other account, allows topping up the account using the additional 
amount, 

wherein 

the platform is outside of the plurality of external networks of different types, and 
the account being topped up is stored on a billing platform other than another 
platform on which the other account is stored and is used to pay for at least one communication 
service or transaction, provided or consummated, respectively via at least one of the external 
networks of different types. 

14. (ORIGINAL) The platform of claim 13, wherein the verification module uses a 
password sent from the user at the receiver to verify that the user is associated with the account. 



5 



Serial No. 10/684,396 

15. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A platform, connected to a plurality of external 
networks of different types, which provides communication services and changes amounts in 
accounts associated with users, the platform comprising: 

an interface through which a top up message and a requesting message are transmitted 
with respect to a user using a receiver disposed outside of the platform; 

a storage unit which stores an account value associated with the user; and 

a processor which performs billing of the account associated with the user for a 
communication service and/or transaction provided to the user, determines if the account has an 
amount below a predetermined amount, establishes a connection to the receiver to send the 
requesting message to the user at the receiver to request top up of the account such that the 
amount in the account is at or above the predetermined level, and receives the response 
message from the user requesting top up of the account, 

wherein if the user is authenticated as being associated with the account, the platform 
receives an additional amount in a real-time transaction from an another account associated 
with the user in accordance with the requesting message and tops up the account using the 
additional amount to make the additional amount available to pay for at least one communication 
service or transaction, provided or consummated, respectively via at least one of the external 
networks, and the other account is stored on a platform other than the platform having the 
storage unit. 

16. (ORIGINAL) The platform of claim 15, wherein the processor further receives from 
the user a password unique to the user for use in verification, and provides the received 
password to a verification module for use in authenticated that the user is associated with the 
account. 

17. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) At least one computer readable medium encoded 
with processing instructions for implementing the method of claim 1 performed by at least one 
computer. 

18. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) At least one computer readable medium encoded 
with processing instructions for implementing the method of claim 7 performed by at least one 
computer. 

Claims 19-56 (CANCELLED) 
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